
                                          
 

Podcasts Vs Radio 
These days hundreds of podcasts are released every day, while radio is struggling to find new audiences in the younger 
generation. In this article, we look at the key differences between podcasts and radio. 
 

What Is a Podcast? 
The term podcast combines the words “iPod,” Apple’s 
famous digital media player, and “broadcast,” which means 
transmitting information through radio or television. Podcasts 
are made up of episodes, which can then be divided into 
seasons. There is no set format, so they can been any 
length and can be released with different frequency. The 
beauty of podcasts is that you don’t need lots of equipment 
to make one. It’s very easy to start a podcast, and anybody 
can make one. 
 
Accessibility 
Podcasts can be accessed by an app on your smart phone. 
People can listen to podcasts anywhere. Listeners subscribe 
to podcasts so they can be updated when there is a new 
episode. Podcasts are free, although some apps and 
podcast charge a subscription fee. 
 
Topic 
Many people love podcasts because they offer a wide 
variety of topics. Whether you like cooking, gardening, 
comedy, news, or education, you can find podcasts that talk 
about it. 
 
Length 
An episode can be a few minutes long or a few hours. New 
episodes can be released daily, weekly, or monthly. They 
can be discussions, storytelling, or interviews. Podcasts can 
feature either a solo or multiple hosts. 
 
What Is Radio? 
Radio is a traditional broadcast medium that started in 
1920s. Radio programs are made by stations who send it 
out to listeners through radio towers. People can tune in to 
the radio in their car or at home. Most people love radio 
because it gives them free music and news.  
 
Types of Programs 
In the morning, there is usually a breakfast or morning show. 
There are weather and news programs that give people 
information about recent events. There are chat shows and 
music shows. 
 
Podcast Vs. Radio: Key Differences 
Now that you know what podcast and radio are, you 
probably think that the two aren’t that different. Now we will 
tell you the differences between podcast vs. radio. 
 
 
 

 
Podcasts Vs Radio: Target audience 
One of the biggest differences is content. Podcasts and 
Radio attract different audiences, so the content is different. 
Radio stations appeal to a broad range of people. Podcasts 
appeal to a niche audience. Podcasts don’t discuss general 
topics. For instance, you can easily find a podcast just about 
cats, dogs, or any other pets. It would be very hard to find a 
radio show that is so specific. The audience usually finds the 
podcast they want to listen to through an online search. This 
doesn’t happens with radio. DJs keep the audience’s 
attention of people by talking out a wide variety of relatable 
topics. 
 
Podcast Vs. Radio: Recording and schedule 
Another difference is that the radio is mostly aired live. Some 
programs are pre-recorded but only a small amount. 
Therefore, most radio shows aren’t edited. This means that 
DJs and radio broadcasters are very careful about what they 
say. Although there are live podcasts, most are pre-recorded 
and edited before they are uploaded.  
 
Podcast Vs. Radio: Time and access  
When it comes to radio, listeners simply turn on their device 
and listen to it any time of the day. They might miss the 
beginning on the program. This is why DJs and broadcasters 
repeat elements, such as their contact details and social 
media accounts, to ensure that the listener hear the 
information. With a podcast, everybody can start from the 
beginning. The first minutes of the podcast need to be very 
interesting, or people don’t listen to the rest. Podcasts are 
online forever. The audience can listen to their favourite 
episode as many times as they like and share it with their 
friends. 
 
Podcast Vs. Radio: Advertising and engagement 
Radio is well known for adverts. In a 30 minute show, you 
may hear five minutes of ads. This is because ads are one 
way to generate income for radio stations. Podcasts can 
survive without ads because of the cheap production cost of 
podcasts.  
 
The Verdict: Podcast Vs Radio 
While the differences between podcast vs. radio are clear, 
there are still a lot of similar elements. 
Both mediums will likely find space in the hearts of listeners 
for quite some time yet. It is up to you to decide which suits 
your interests better. 
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What do these words mean? 

 

app DJ transmit niche 

host broadcast upload download 

edit income subscribe ad 

 

Read the article above about Podcast Vs Radio 

 

Answer the questions below: 

1. Why is radio struggling to find new audiences? 

2. How do you access a podcast? 

3. When did radio start? 

4. How do radio DJs keep the audience’s attention? 

5. Why are radio DJs careful about what they say? 

6. Why do the first minutes of a podcast need to be interesting? 

7. Why do radio shows play ads? 

 

Comparative sentences 

Fill in the words radio shows and podcasts in the sentences below to make them 

correct: 

1. _____________ are cheaper to make than ________________. 

2. _____________ are more traditional than ________________. 

3. _____________ are aimed at more specific audiences than _______________. 

4. _____________ are easier to listen to than ________________. 

5. _____________ have more ads than _________________. 

 

What do you think? 

Which do you prefer, radio or podcasts? Why? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 


